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Third Grade February Newsletter 
 

Reading: Unit 4: Continue (Character Studies) & Unit 5: Begin Test Preparation 
 
Reading:           Unit 4: Character Studies 
“This unit spotlights the study of character and brings young readers on an intellectual journey with 
the characters in their books.  It will focus on how readers get to know their characters deeply, first 
observing, then coming up with hunches or ideas, and then investigating patterns that reveal deeper 
character traits and motivations in order to articulate evidence-based theories. Students will think 
about the journeys that characters follow as a predictable story mountain. Students will compare and 
contrast characters across books, examining their traits, motivations, the way they respond to 
problems, and life lessons they learn and teach”. 
 
Writing:  Unit 4: Continue (Baby Literary Essays) & Unit 5: Begin Test Preparation 
 
Writing:          Unit 4: Baby Literary Essay 
“This unit spotlights the structure of writing a Literary Essay.  Students will engage in reading short 
texts, multiple times through different lenses. First, they will read a text in its entirety to understand 
the story and focus on the character throughout.  Second, they will re-read the text to come up with a 
Big Bold idea about the character and look for supporting text evidence. Third, they will re-read the 
text now looking for a pattern, a theme throughout (lesson learned) and supporting text evidence. 
Then, they will look at the author’s craft throughout the text. Finally, they will write a Baby Literary 
essay based on one day’s work. They will learn and follow the structure of a literary essay”. 
 
Math:            Unit  5 :  Understanding the relationship of multiplication and division, solving 
multiplication and division problems & multiplying by multiples of 10. 
         Unit 6:  Understanding the meaning of fractions as equal parts of a whole, fractions as 
numbers, comparing fractions, fraction notation, fair shares and fractions on number lines. 
 
Science:  Environments & Survival: Students work to figure out how traits affect the survival in 
different environments, then apply what they learn to designing solutions to problems. They will 
explore how the traits of different organisms make them more likely or less likely to survive, 
collecting and interpreting data to understand how organisms’ traits affect their survival in different 
environments. 
 
School closed:  Feb 17-21 President’s Day and Mid-Winter Recess 

The Third Grade Teachers 
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