
 
I know you are rightfully anxious to know what that education will look like for your child this fall. We are 
working day in and day out to develop robust plans for the more than one million children who are in our seats. 
You will receive information in the coming weeks—including the date for the first day of school—once we 
receive the necessary guidance from the State and federal government that paves the way for us to finalize our 
plan. We also need your guidance, too! Please tell us what you want fall 2020 to look like by filling out our Return 
to School survey at schools.nyc.gov/returntoschool2020 by Tuesday, June 30. This will help us meet your needs 
as we come back to school.  
 
Given all we have been through together, we cannot end the school year without celebrating our students’ 
remarkable accomplishments. I invite you to join me; Mayor de Blasio; former NYC public school student and 
teacher, Lin-Manuel Miranda; and other celebrities, elected officials, and special guests on June 30 as we honor 
the Class of 2020 at a citywide graduation ceremony. You can watch it beginning at 7 p.m. on PIX 11 and at 
nycclassof2020.com. Please join us!  
 
And one more exciting development for our students: we are thrilled to make more e-books and audiobooks for 
all ages available for free this summer to all DOE families, and it’s easier than ever to access them. Just use your 
student’s DOE login; no special signup necessary. Summer reading is so important to keep learning going and to 
let imaginations run free, so please visit schools.nyc.gov/summerreading to find these amazing resources. If you 
received a DOE-issued iPad, it will automatically have the Sora app installed to access these texts—but you don’t 
need a DOE-issued device to use Sora. You can download the app on any device, use your student’s DOE login, 
and start reading.  
 
I have often said that we have the best students, staff, and families anywhere. This year, you have proved that true 
beyond any shadow of a doubt. You are helping us build a better world. We are grateful for you today and every 
day.  
 
Have a wonderful summer. We can’t wait to see you in September.  
 
 
Sincerely,  

       
Richard A. Carranza       
Chancellor        
New York City Department of Education    
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